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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 5336 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: JA, PDIP, CE, SA, NZ, MG, FI, PO 
SUBJECT: JAPANESE DIPLOMATIC APPOINTMENTS 

1 . FONOFF APRIL 13 ANNOUNCED APPOINTMENT OF NEW 
AMBASSADORS TO SRI LANKA, SAUDI ARABIA, NEW ZEALAND, 

MONGOLIA, FINLAND AND PORTUGAL. 

2. SRI LANKA: KEISUKE OCHI, 54, JOINED FONOFF ON 
GRADUATION FROM TOHOKI UNIVERSITY IN 1944. HE HAS 
PREVIOUSLY SERVED IN PORTLAND, CHICAGO AND ANKARA. 

SINCE JAN 1975 HE HAS BEEN DIRGEN OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS 
AND EMIGRATION DEPARTMENT IN FONOFF. OCHI SPEAKS 
ENGLISH WELL; EMBASSY HAS FOUND HIM TO BE BOTH FRIENDLY 
AND HELPFUL. 

3. SAUDI ARABIA: NOBUO OGUCHI, 59, IS 25 YEAR 

VETERAN DIPLOMAT AND GRADUATE OF PRESTIGIOUS TOKYO UNIVERSITY. 

HE HAS BEEN AMBASSADOR TO PORTUGAL SINCE EARLY 1975. 
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4. PORTUGAL: OGUCHI WILL BE REPLACED IN LISBON BY 
MORIKI TANI, CURRENTLY JAPAN'S AMBASSADOR TO WEST 
GERMANY. TANI, 60, ENTERED FONOFF IN 1941. HE HAS 
ALSO SERVED AS AMBASSADOR TO LAOS IN EARLY 1970’S. 

5. NEW ZEALAND: UMEO KAGEI, 57, ALSO JOINED FONOFF IN 
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1941. HE HAS SERVED AS CONSUL GENERAL IN BOTH CHICAGO 
AND SIDNEY, AND WITHIN FONOFF AS SE ASIA DIVDIR AND UN 
AFFAIRS BUREAU DIRGEN. BOTH HE AND HIS WIFE SPEAK 
ENGLISH WELL AND ENJOY COMPANY OF AMERICANS. THEY 
HAVE CHILDREN CURRENTLY STUDYING IN AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES. 

6. FINLAND: TETSUSABURO HITOMI, 59, IS FONOFF "CLASSMATE" 

OF OGUCHI AND KAGEI, HAVING ALSO JOINED DIPLOMATIC 
SERVICE IN 1941 . HE HAS BEEN AMBASSADOR TO COSTA RICA 
SINCE JUNE 1972. 

7. MONGOLIA: TERUJI AKIYAMA, 55, ENTERED FONOFF IN 
1951 AFTER GRADUATION FROM TOKYO UNIVERSITY. WITHIN 
FONOFF HE HAS SERVED AS HEAD OF ARCHIVES DIVISION 
AND AS MINISTER AT JAPANESE EMBASSY IN PEKING SINCE 
1975. 

8. EMBASSY ASSUMES OIL/B CAN PROVIDE FURTHER 
INFORMATION. 

SHOESMITH 
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